IX
HANDICRAFTS
GENERAL HAND MANUFACTrmxc;
LARGE-SCALE industry in prewar TSurma was confined to a
thousand factories with about 90,000 workers. Most of lltr
country's "manufacturing" therefore, was done by hundreds of
thousands of part-time and full-time handicraft workers,
Eighty percent of those listed by the lc>31 < Vnsus as m^a^ed
in manufacture lived in rural areas,
Handicrafts have flourished throughout many retifnrus of
Burmese civilization. Only a few generations a#o craftsmen
supplied the king's court and village markets without suffering
any competition from factories, Tn the more remote mountain
areas self-sufficiency is still the rule, and the simple handicraft
industries continue unaffected by the passage of time,
The competition of the machine caused a serious decline
in the importance of handicrafts in the more populous parts
of the country, but it did not by any means wipe them *ntL
Hence the Japanese invasion, and consequent disruption of
activity at most factories, together with cassation of imports of
civilian consumers goods, did not prove as great a blow as would
have been the case in a more industrialized country,
Considering the fact that most rice cultivation mu**t fake
place between June and January, with not much tis<*fu! work
being done during the hot season, it is desirable that handicrafts
continue to play a larfje part in Burma's economy by furnishing
employment in the slack seasons, Tt has been suggested by an
eminent student of the problem that efforts IK? made to <*wour-
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